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City leaders gather to discuss Texas 360
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Leaders from area cities met Aug. 7 to discuss an age old issue: the extension of Texas 360.

Representatives from Mansfield, Arlington, Grand Prairie, the cities’ school districts, Texas lawmakers and representatives from the North Central Texas Council of Governments and the North Texas Tollway Authority gathered to talk about the feasibility of updating the southern extension of the state highway. 

The problem: safety and traffic. The solution? They say it’s in the works. 

The plan, as it has been for years, is to install highway lanes in the southern corridor, south of Green Oaks Boulevard in southeast Arlington, where there are currently only frontage roads. 

City Manager Clayton Chandler said the first meeting he had when he started his job in 1984 was about the extension of Texas 360.

At the time, Chandler said, Mansfield wasn’t even on the radar, no one was thinking the city would need the roadway improvements, at least not in the near future. 

But 25 years later, Mansfield has grown exponentially, and city leaders are eager to see improvements made to the highway that runs through the east side of town. 

Michael Morris, director of transportation for the North Central Texas Council of Governments, said the roadway has the potential to be a gateway from the mid-cities to Dallas and Fort Worth. 

But despite its importance, money is scarce and finding funding is the biggest battle, Morris said. 

Which is why Allen Clemson, executive director of the NTTA, spoke to the crowd about the feasibility of funding the roadway improvements by making it a toll road. 

He said an environmental study is under way, which is mandatory before any plans can move forward. 

When the study is complete, which should be in the next two years, the NTTA can weigh the costs and toll revenues and can see if the revenues would be enough to pay off the expenditures, Clemson said. 

Local and state government representatives were excited about the project, despite the fact that it might not be seen in the near future. 

They agreed to work toward developing a work group to make sure the project stays on the radar screen as the environmental study moves forward. 

